Novel MEN1 gene mutations in familial multiple endocrine neoplasia type 1.
The recent isolation of the gene responsible for multiple endocrine neoplasia type 1 (MEN 1) has enabled direct genetic diagnosis for people with endocrine tumors and family members of affected patients. Although MEN 1 is rarely recognized in the Japanese population compared to its prevalence in Caucasians, we have previously reported a high prevalence of this disease in a limited area (Nagano Prefecture; population, 2.15 million). In this communication, we report mutations of the MEN1 gene in kindreds living in Nagano Prefecture. The absence of a common mutation among these kindreds indicates that the high prevalence of MEN 1 in this area is not due to a regional accumulation of patients descended from a common ancestor. This result implies that the prevalence of MEN 1 in other areas of Japan could also be higher than had been thought.